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Quarterly 
General Meeting 

 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 
 

Our next General Meeting is scheduled for March 
16, 2016 at the Independence Civic Center at 
7:00 PM. 
 
Our Presenter is Karen Seidman, RN, MPH who is a 
contractor with the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health focusing on disaster planning for those 
residents in need. Please see her bio further in this 
newsletter. 
 
Please see dates in this newsletter for the 2016 
General Meetings (these may be subject to change 
due to availability at the Civic Center). 
 
A Special “Thank You” to Steven Peine, 
Quadcity CERT’s new Executive Director.  
 
It has been my honor to serve as your 
Executive Director for 2 years. Good luck 
Steve!  Peter Nelson 

 

Note to volunteers 
 

We are asking all Quad City volunteers to see if 

your employer will donate to Quad City CERT 

based on the volunteer hours you perform 

annually.  This would greatly benefit Quad City.  

Quad City CERT is a 501c3 organization. 
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2016 GENERAL MEETING DATES 
 
 
June 15, 2016 
September 14, 2016 
December 14, 2016 
 
 
All General Meetings are held at the 
Independence Civic Center at 7:00 PM. Speakers 
are not yet confirmed!  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

  
QUADCITY CERT March 2016 GENERAL MEETING GUEST  

 
Karen Seidman, RN, MPH 
 
Since 2009 I am a contractor with the Cuyahoga County Board of Health, focusing 
on preparedness planning with people with disabilities and/or access and 
functional needs. 
I serve on a number of committees representing issues of people with access and 
functional needs: 
 
• NE Ohio MMRS (Metropolitan Medical Response System) 
• Cuyahoga County COAD advisory Board 
• Cuyahoga County Citizen Corps Council 
 
Since 2009 I have been the CERT Program Coordinator in Cleveland Heights and 
assist with CERT training 
Also I am a volunteer at MetroHealth Medical Center as a Patient and Family 
Advisor.  In that capacity, I am a representative to the Language Access and 
Communication Committee and the Ethics Committee. 
 
http://www.ccbh.net/emergency-preparedness 
 
 

 

http://www.ccbh.net/emergency-preparedness
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QUADCITYCERT NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 
 

Steven D Peine 
 
 

[ 1976-1996 ]   Collingdale Volunteer Fire CO Station #06,Collingdale PA 
 
            Qualifications  - Volunteer Member, Assistant Fire Chief & Paramedic   
 
[ 2003-2015 ]        IRS           Cleveland, OH  
 
[ Manager TLS group ] 

 Worked my way up from employee to manager 
 Was a subject matter expert 
 Teaching Cadre 
 Emergency Cadre 
 Tax Law Specialist 

 
CERT member since 2002, Area coordinator for Brooklyn Heights. 
 
[2000-present] Chairman of the Planning Board for Brooklyn Heights 
 
[1978-1996]   Chairman of the Zoning Board in Collingdale, PA   
 
Performances * Served as Quad City CERT coordinator 
                                       * Trained many of today’s members 
                                       * Instructor and manager of IRS. 
                                       * Trained and managed IRS employees 
                                       * Developed several programs for the IRS 
                                        
 
Awards received: President volunteer award for CERT 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
 
 

In 2002, Quad City CERT seeds were sown to have the 
community respond to emergency needs of the four cities 
that this organization represents. The four chiefs and 
community members ironed out the plans that were 
necessary to further this cause.  
 
Since 2003, Quad City CERT has been training members, 
holding drills, marching in parades, assisting neighbors 
and helping out in the communities.  
 
Since the beginning, Peter Nelson has been there to assist, 
direct, lead and counsel this dedicated group in their 
mission. He has worked countless hours in making sure 
that this group shines in its endeavor. He has succeeded 
in making this group a respected organization in Cuyahoga 
County as well as in the state. Quad City CERT is one of 
the largest CERT teams in the area. This group has 
trained other CERT volunteers in the area.  
 
Chief Nelson help start this team as Chief of the 
Independence Fire Department and after he retired from 
the fire department he remained as the executive director 
of the group. He set the agendas for the meetings, 
attended training sessions for new recruits, assisted in 
drills and kept the organization strong and running 
smoothly. He has been and continues to be an asset to 
this organization and this community. 
 
The role of executive director is now in my corner. I have 
very big shoes to fill to maintain the high standards that 
have been set by a highly respected, dedicated individual. 
I will do my best to maintain the integrity of this office. I 
have been a member of CERT since 2002. I was one of 
the beginning instructors that have taught many of our 
members in their FEMA courses. I have been a community 
coordinator and have assisted in the formation of this team.  
 
I would like to finish this by saying ’Thank You’ to a man 
who believed in this project and worked to bring it to 
fruition and continues to mentor and volunteer in this 
endeavor.  
 
Steven Peine 
Executive Director, Quadcity CERT 
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2016 National Seasonal Preparedness Messaging 

Calendar 
 

The Ready Campaign released the 2016 National Seasonal 

Preparedness Messaging Calendar, available in both a graphic 

or text format. To learn more about each topic month or week 

and to get content to promote preparedness information all 

year, visit             www.ready.gov/calendar 

 

  

2016 National Seasonal Preparedness Messaging 

Calendar 

 

http://www.ready.gov/calendar
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            Please join your local 

Community Emergency Response Team 

 

You Can’t Predict…But You Can Prepare and Be 

Aware! If a disaster occurred, wouldn’t you want 

to do more than just watch?? 

 

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 

program is an all risk, all-hazard training. This valuable 

course is designed to help you protect yourself, your 

family, your neighbors and your neighborhood in an 

emergency situation. 

 

CERT members receive 24 hours of hands on training. 

One day a week for 8 weeks. 

CERT Training is provided free of charge to anyone 14 

or over. (Ages 14 to 17 will be required to have 

parental consent). Students will receive community 

service hour credits. 

 

Next Training Class starts: April 6, 2016 

Training Topics 

 

• Introduction and Disaster Awareness 

• Fire Safety 

• Disaster Medical Operations (Session 1 & 

Session 2) 

• Light Search and Rescue Operations 

• Team Organization  

• Disaster Psychology and Terrorism 

To register or for further information please 

contact: 

Mary Benedek 

kedenebm@hotmail.com
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Remember fire safety while spring 

cleaning 

  
Although it might not feel quite like it here in Ohio, 

Spring-cleaning is officially spring.  With the arrival of 

spring come blue skies, blooming flowers and spring 

cleaning.  This is the perfect time for a refresher on fire 

safety tips that should be followed year-round.  Keeping 

fire safety in mind when doing things around the house, 

like cleaning dryer’s lint filter after each load of laundry, 

will help prevent fires.  

 

  

     
 

 
Important spring cleaning home fire safety tips from the 

NFPA: 

 

Fact: The leading cause of home clothes dryer fires is 

failure to clean them. 

 

Clean the lint filter before or after each load of 

laundry. Remove lint that has collected around the 

drum. 

Keep the area around your dryer clear of things that 

can burn, like boxes, cleaning supplies and clothing. 
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Fact: Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in 

reported home fires in half. 

 
Ensure smoke alarms are installed inside every 

bedroom, outside each sleeping area and on every 

level of the home, including the basement. 

Test them at least once a month by pushing the test 

button. 

Replace batteries in all smoke alarms at least once a 

year. If an alarm “chirps,” warning the battery is low, 

replace the battery right away. 

 

Fact: Most cooking fires in the home involve the stovetop. 

 

Keep anything that can catch fire — oven mitts, 

wooden utensils, food packaging, towels or curtains 

— away from your stovetop. 

Always stay in the kitchen when frying on the 

stovetop. 

 

Fact: Extension cord fires outnumbered fires beginning 

with permanent or detachable power cords by two-to-one. 

 

Check electrical cords to make sure they are not 

running across doorways or under carpets. Extension 

cords are intended for temporary use. 

Have a qualified electrician add more receptacle 

outlets so you don’t have to use extension cords. 

 

 

For more fire safety tips, visit 

www.nfpa.org/safetytips. 

 

http://www.nfpa.org/safetytips
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QUADCITY CERT 2015 VOLUNTEER 

HOURS 

 

Total volunteer hours 

657 hours 

 

Volunteers who attended events  

72 Volunteers 

 

1   volunteer  over 50 hours 

7   volunteers over 20 hours 

15 volunteers over 10 hours 

 

Thanks everyone for all your support! 

Special thanks to Walt Ellert for 

keeping up our database. 
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   Quadcity CERT 

participated with other CERT Teams in 

Cuyahoga County in a tabletop exercise 

to acquire resources to address a major 

flood. The focus of the meeting was to 

determine which resources you should 

invest in to help the city become more 

resilient. Here was our project: 

River City 

The setting is a mid-sized city built at the 

convergence of two rivers. As a series of 

storms sweep in from the north, 

floodwaters begin to rise in 

neighborhoods around the city. Players 

build coalitions to help the city plan for, 

respond to, and recover from the flood. 

The exercise committed us to serving the best 

interests of the people and businesses of the city. 

Our roles that we played included, elected officials, 

managers of state and local operations, and many 

governing officials who keep the city and state 

running. We were closely connected with each 

other and had good working relationships with the 

city’s first responders and the federal government.  

Quadcity is looking to present this tabletop 

presentation at our September General Meeting. 

This is a “hands-on” exercise; please mark your 

calendars!
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Important Contact Numbers 

All 

Four Cities of CERT 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONTACT NUMBERS 

FIRE 

Non-

Emergency 

POLICE 

Non-

Emergency 

Brooklyn Hts. 351-3542 741-1327 

Independence 524-4001 524-1234 

Seven Hills 524-3321 524-3911 

Valley View 524-6469 524-9687 
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Online Training for Emergency Volunteers 

 
National Incident Management 

System (NIMS) 2015 

 

 
 

1. IS-700.a NIMS An Introduction 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is700a.asp 

  

2. IS-701.a NIMS Multiagency Coordinating Systems 

(MACS) 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is701a.asp 

 

3. IS-702.a NIMS Public Information Systems 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is702a.asp 

 

4. IS-703.a NIMS Resource Management 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is703a.asp 

 

5. IS-100.b Introduction to Incident Command System 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS100b.asp 

 

 6. IS-200.b Single Resources and Initial Action 

Incidents 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS200b.asp 

 

7. IS-230.d Fundamentals of Emergency Management 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is230b.asp 

 

8. IS-10.a Animals in Disaster: Awareness and 

Preparedness 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is10a.asp 

 

9. IS-26 Guide to Points of Distribution 

http://www.training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?c

ode=IS-26 

 

10. IS-22 Are You Ready? An In-depth Guide to 

Citizen Preparedness 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is22.asp 

 

11. IS-55.a Household Hazardous Materials – A Guide 

for Citizens 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is55a.asp 
 
12. IS-394.a Protecting Your Home or Small Business 

from Disaster 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS394A.asp 

 

13. IS-907 Active Shooter: What You Can Do 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS394A.

asp 

14. IS-914 Surveillance Awareness: What You Can 

Do 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is914.asp 

 

15. IS-909 Community Preparedness: 

Implementing Simple Activities for Everyone 

http://www.training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.as

px?code=IS-909 

 

16. IS-265 Basic Instructional Skills 

http://www.training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.as

px?code=IS-265 

 

17. IS-271.a Anticipating Hazardous Weather and 

Community Risk 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is271a.asp 

 

18. Weather and Health 

https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?i

d=507 

 

19. Cultural Competency Curriculum for Disaster 

Preparedness and Crisis Response 

https://cccdpcr.thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/ 

 

20. Psychological First Aid Online 

http://learn.nctsn.org/course/category.php?id=11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Once completed, please send your certificates to: quadcitycert@gmail.com 

  

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS100b.asp
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS200b.asp
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is230b.asp
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is10a.asp
http://www.training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-26
http://www.training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-26
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is22.asp
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is55a.asp
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is914.asp
http://www.training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-265
http://www.training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-265
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is271a.asp
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=507
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=507
mailto:quadcitycert@gmail.com
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BE PREPARED 
 

 
 

 


